reat plan

kack wo the
fast tale,
Ineaa, C1

4} do address the hurt.

LL SUFTRTE T 3 TS

Qur parlsh

was particularly affected by all that
happened. | talk about my own

feellngs as well. 1t helps for people
to know that we priests are hurting

as well.”

Tne Rev. Dan Schiegel

gt Angels Cathchr Chorer in Bainbeidde Tosnshis

Catholic church officials
working to restore faith

Jerny May
HlaS Wl
Linely, the Rev. Ikan

Schilegel.  adminizzeatne for
Lissly Ampels Carleslic Church
it Bapnbeidge Township, has
Mooened [vis rale inhe parish bos
chingad,

In pdditinn 10 Jeadine his
(v 1sh, Sehlzgel has the Lask ol
[zl ping memhees repzin cont-
dence o the Cathnlic Chorch

Co. [noking

MONDAY

alter oureruns cases nf alleged
segtinl uhiag by Clerps hocame
pubrliv,

Sullepel hae Teen desling
with  pusl  sies Tagely
tirowgh Bis liowegies.

*“I dn address the not,” he
siipd. "Dor pari<h was pasicn-
Sicle affecoed b sl <har hap-

peocd 1 1alk about my owm L

Tealings as well It helps. S
peppla t kanw that we prigete
Hez FALTN, Yage A4, -
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enjoving h's role

as Judas.
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are horting as wedl.”

A siudy released Peb. 27 by the
1.5, Conference of Catholic Bishops
amd the John Jay College of Criminal
Tustice hias some Catholics taking a
choser look at and even questioming
their religious leaders.

The study, wiled *The Natune and
Scope of the Problem of Sexual
Abuse of Minors by Catholic Priests
and Descons in the United States,”
includes infpemation on the number
of reporied abuse cases against
clerpy since 1%50 and the cost to the
pation’s 195 déoceses in compensa-
Hom b viclims, Ereatment costs and
lepal fees through 2002,

The study nodes that 4,397 priests
wheo worked berween 1950 and 3002
huve been accused of sexual abuse of
minars. In the Cleveland Catholic
Diocese, allegations have been miade
against 118 priests and descons.

In response b0 the accusstions, the
Clevelaml diocesa, which covers
gight counties, including Lake,
Geangs and Cuyahopga, came wp
with & program calbed “Protecting
Giod's Children.”™

The program entails:

W Establishing and updating written policies
regarding interaction with chibdren snd outhring
proger follow-up to allegations.

W Reguired education and traiming for moee than
0000 acdults whee have contact- with children
through their service in the diocese,

W Creation of a Diocesan Response Office to
respand o allegations of sexual abuse of chikdren.
The office is stnffed by trained counselors and
incledes a telephone line. Allegations can be
reponied oo (216) 3342900 or response_serv-
kesBdiccescofcleveland.org.

W Creation of a review board, composed almost
exclusively of kay people, o serve in a congultstive
ard mdvisory capacity and 10 assess the credibilivy
of allegations of sexwal shbuse of minors by clergy.

“This reaches everybody from the priests w vol-
unlesr sovcer coaches” said Robert Tavek,
spokesman for the diocese.

“It’s pngoing. The diocese also-semt out & rec-
ommended healing liturgy directed  specifically
toward the abuse scandal.”

Bighop Anthomy Pilla amnoumced in Fehrsery
that clergy child abuse has cost the diocese $14.4
million in victim settlements, treatment and legal
fees over 50 years, with most of the payvouts since
1990, The payouts came from & dedicated self-
imsurance fund, Tayek snid.

Some members of the Catholic Church have
taken it wpon themselves w help the healing
process along

Tim Wamecka, president of the Black Belt Con-
sultimg Crcnep, which has offices in Cleveland and
Chiciga, thought more peedsd 10 be done o sip
port the Catholic Church and its members.

The group counsels individuals snd buginesses

Jef Forman,Mews-Hemid

Father Tom Dragga washes the feet of Sherde Hale during Hely
Thursday services at St. Noel Church In Willoughby Hills,

o life issues and bow to run o mone effective bos- -

ness using principles from the Japanese martial an
Ankidi,

On April X7, Warneka's company will hold “An |
Evendg of Lamestation and Healing™ a8 5t Moel
Catholee Chureh i Welloughby Hills,

The evemt is strictly for clerey 1o mr thear con- |
cerng ahout the abose scanidal.

Worneka, o member of 51, Noel, sxid be feli 1he
need to respand when many of his clients brought
up thedir comoems aboat the: nepont. |

1 was seeing a lod of emotions,” Wameks said,
“People were really botbered by the report i dif- ¢
ferent ways. | see respomses all over the board.
There nre bS] pssied: 400 |h'l.||:-3¢-_' are Angry al the |
church. This is 0 way of getting people togethér 10
talk shout how this sexnal abaose issue has affected
their |aves,"

Schlegel is alw trying 1o arswer guestions from
his parish members. i

“People want oo know why the church dida't act -
differently,” Schlegel said,

"I try o explain that we can only know a sites-
tvoa From & certain point of view. I think many peo- |
phe on the local bevel trust their parksh, bt [ think
it's more difficult te pestore the bond of tnest in the
larger chiurch.” i

Some parishes seem o be healing faster than .
athers,

The Rev. John Betiers of 36 Clare’s Catholic
Church in Mayfield Heights saad his parish seems
o have dealt with the 1ssee and recovensd, |

“T addressed it and =sid it was difficult to hear
(hipse mumbers,” Betters said. 1

“Weve had very little response, | think people
&re ready to move on.”



